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AL RAI TV

Al Rai TV goes for stale-of-the-art installation

After maintaining a low profile since its launch last Ramadan, Al Rai TV, Kuwait's first private channel, decided to break
the silence and speak about its broadcast installation in an exclusive intepview with Digital Studio.

hen Kuwait’s first private
WChorme| was being
planned, there was one thing
the management was clear
about. It would invest in
broadcast fechnology that was
state-of-the-art and scalable.
More importantly, it would
ensure that all of its systems
were seamlessly integrated with
each other.

“Work began on the Al Rai
TV project ot the end of 2003,”
says Hasan Sayed Hasan,
technical and operations
director for Al Rai TV. “We had
issued tenders for different parts
of the system. Sony won the
main broadcasting infrastruciure
contract as prime contractor
and systfems integrator. I, in
turn, subcontracted some parts
of the project to other vendors.”

Under the Sony umbrella, Al
Rai had Omnibus automation,
Leitch servers, Pinnacle for
graphics and a lot of other vendors
including Drake, BDL, Tektronix and
Yamaha. The overall technical
infrastructure at Al Rai includes a fully-
redundant IT system provided by HP for
servers and workstations, and Cisco for
ihe network infrastructure.

In parallel with the Broadcasting
systems, Al Rai TV also put in place TV
Business systems, which included software
and systems for traffic management,
advertising sales, and righis for acquired
programmes. For this, the channel chose
an integrated solution from Broadcast
Traffic systems (BTS). “A lot of integration
was required between the traffic system,
the Omnibus automation system and our
financial system, which is JDEdwards,”

says Hasan. “This was very challenging
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but there was strong and early
cooperation between all of the vendors
and the systems infegrators for interfacing
between different systerns. This played a
major role in the success of the
implementation,” he adds.

The new BTS installation at Al-Rai TV
offers all of the features required fo
provide an integrated troffic and
aulomation environment, managing the
entire traffic scheduling and advertising
sales operation. The system operaies on
Windows 2003 servers on a fully faull
tolerant hardware platform. The BTS
application is tightly interfaced with the
Omnibus on-air automation system
ensuring that all new ingest data is
constantly updated on the automation
database thus highlighting any upcoming
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problems for scheduled material. BTS uses
the product’s internet capabilities to
provide software delivery and support. It
also delivers multi-lingual capabilities
through a standard browser interface, and
can specifically handle both Arabic and
English characters.

“We evaluated o number of traffic
systems on the market before selecting
BTS for the job. They were one of the few
systems that offered, in addition to traffic
management, a complete suite of
integrated modules covering various
aspects of the broadcasting business from
advertising sales, programme asset
management, scheduling and traffic
management to medio management. In
addition, they offered vital integration with
the Omnibus automation system and the






